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“iy out” last’ We bick notice, that the evidenice’ saadea 
‘the Queeri, and the virulent’ of the Attorn 
enéral, fell avugert of what’ ‘slander: Seana 
several -months before, , age at anne oe Jnstartislesthin 
evidence, instead of | bein ned, has. tended only to. 
invalidate that of Théo ey Majochi, or Signor Non “mé 
récordo. ipa a seems’ caleulated to give the Queen. ’ 
an honourable ac except the known partiality of her 
judges and j urore aha is now berome doubtful whether 
they eitydhiatont with their own and their master’s safety, 
gratify his disposition. We confess that we feel. surpriae® 
the nature of the evidence sworn to; we feel astonishmer 
net at its force, but at its total want of weight to support the 
preamble of the bill. If every thing sworn to was literally and 
in faet true, it amounts to nothing, it is rather honourable 
than otherwise to the Queen, Its whole purport is, that she 
is a feeling woman, and has had the humanity to visit her 
servants when sick, and to comfort them by her kindness and 
— Her conduct is regulated by a species of familiarity 
among her domestics, that rather ennobles than degrades the 
possesser of wealth and distinetion. Affability and fellow-feeling 
is' her only crime,.and we sincerely hope that she may long 
live to retain it, “and to cherish such a disposition. It is not 
to be: ‘questioned that her attachment and familiarity was 
stronger towards Bergami than any other of her servants, and 
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2 THE REPUBLICAN. 


very natural too. She was a lone and persecuted woman, 
and stood in need of the confidence and protection of some 
gentleman, or some person in the character of a man. Every 
thing that has appeared in evidence respecting Bergami is 
highly advantageous to his character, and to that of the 
Queen in distinguishing him above her other servants. It is 
evident that he managed all her affairs with the strictest 
economy during his Chamberlainship, and resigned his office 
at-a time and a place the most honourable to himself and to 
the Queen. The Queen’s life has long been sought, 
and a reward held out for it, and it was but natural for her, 
even in self-defence, to have a confidential protector always 
near her person; and, for our parts, we think, that under 
such eircunistances, his sleeping in the adjoming room, or 
under the same tent, was perfectly justifiable and requisite 
Her husband has continually had assassins dogging her, and 
is it not natural, that when she found so confidential a ser~ 
vant as Bergami, she should wish to have him at all times as 
near her as possible? We say that it was perfectly natural 
for the Queen to make him her friend, her confident, and even 
her equal in appearance, inthe peculiar situation in which she 
stood. It is absolutely n , that a person so continually 
exposed to danger and insult as the Queen has been, should 


have a male friend continually with her, to whom she could 


unfold the sorrows of her bosom, and from whom she could 
imbibe a sincere consolation and condolence. The Queen, in~ 
stead of being a licentious woman, has, in fact, been for the 
last five-and-twenty years, a martyr to her own virtue, and 
the vice of her husband, Her natural spirits were strong, 
which has only tended to irritate the feelings of her husband, 
because that he could not destroy her by breaking her heart, 
and sending her to a premature grave with grief. The 
Queen’s. triumph now seems certain—the nation has already 
acquitted her; and it matters but little what decision the 


House of Lords might come to on the subject, Seven persons . 


have been examined up to the time of writing this, and each 
seems to invalidate the testimony of the former. The Attor- 
ney General’s charge was a most vicious one, and such as 
evinced his character and feeling on the occasion :—he knows 
well that all his prospects are as much at stake as those of the 
Queen, and more so, for she may overthrow her enemies, but 
the Attorney General has damned himself to all intents and 
purposes—he can never rise after this business in public es- 
teem, whatever name he may take, or in whatever ‘shape he 
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might appear in future. He has displayeu such malignity on 
the occasion, as has not been surpassed by old Eldon. He 
has treated the Queen in’a manner that no manly advocate 
would treat a female, whatever was her fault or her condition 
in life. . : : 

His assertions, as to the Queen’s conduct, have been by ne 
means borne out by the evidence, unless he had expected that 
they would have sworn ina more positive and decisive man- 
ner, and it seems that the Italians have been well drilled too 
by Mr. Maule ; but unfortunately they have been taughtto use 
the word Non mi ricordo rather too much, or, at least, they de 
not know when they should use it and when they should not. 
The fellows have confessed that they have been drilled ; they 
have confessed that they have had a rehearsal at the bar of 
the House, they have confessed the enormous profits they 
expect to make by their swearing; some 1000 dollars per | 
month, some 800, and so on, and yet the whole of their 
swearing amounts to nothing. How different is the evidence 
of the two English Captains to that of the Italians. Captains 
Pechell and Briggs might rather be considered witnesses in 
favour of the Queen than against her, and why the pt porney 
General called them, no one but himself can conceive. She 
sailed in each of their ships, and neither of them ever saw any 
improper familiarity between her and Bergami,and to this they 
swore, When the contrary would have been a sure’ road to 
promotion for them. We must consider that the Attorney- 
General brought forward these gentlemen merely as a relief 
to the public from the nausea of his scamping, perjured, and 
beggarly Italians. Perjury was never clearer proved than ip 
the swearing of Theodore Majochi. The Attorney-General’s 
interpreter said in court, that he (Majochi) was a mere jester, 
or a professed liar, and if the House of Lords intends to make 
a shew of justice, the public may, by-and-by, expect this fel- 
low in the pillory, which will form a fine treat for them, to 
express their execration of such characters. _He was sworn 
that he did not understand a word of nga whereas, he, 
last year, actually lived as servant in an English family in 
Gloucestershire, and we all know, that however dull an indi- 
vidual may be in speaking in a foreign idiom, he very soon 
understands the drift of a discourse when others are speaking. 
We have known a Dane to deelare that he did not know a 
word of English on first coming to this country, but that in a 
fortnight he could understand the meaning of all that was 
said in his presence, although he could not express himself.in 
the language for some months after. | 
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The expence that will attend this mock trial of the Queen 
will be enormous. We doubt whether a million will cover it 
when all its contingencies are brought together. The Milan 
Commission seems to have been unlimited as to expence: 
any sum for the life of the Queen! Our monarchical ex- 
pences seem to increase in a ratio with the decreased means of 
supporting them, The present King seems to have no_ ideas 
beyond the gratification of his appetite and extravagant dispo- 
sition. He riots and revels in the most complacent manner, 


as ifall about him was peace, plenty, and harmony! It is 


astonishing that Kings can never take a lesson from the'past, 
Each of those beings seems to fancy himself created for the 
purpose of ruling, and, harbours nd idea, that any profane 
mind should feel the disposition to thwart his views and inten- 
tions. It is high time that the office was abolished, for we 
shall not find one, in a thousand years, that retains his natural 
senses, and sees that the interest of his people is his best in- 
terest. It is repugnant to despotic feelings to live in affection 
and concord with those who. are sclheblared subjects. To 
reign by any other means than terror has never been the dis- 
position of the despot. This disposition is not confined to the 
monarch, it pervades society and seems congenial to the feel- 
ese certain individuals, It reigus in families as well as in 
oms. | 

It seems impossible to form any idea when the Mock Trial 
of the Queen will terminate, unless shame should fill the bosom 
of the present administration, which has never yet been the 


case. Quem deus vult perdere dementat, is an old saying, 


and avery true one: “ Whom God wishes to destroy he 
hardens,” is a phrase that has been verified in all the relations 
of life. The mind that is bent on mischief first steels its own 
bosom to the consequences, and perseveres with an- apparent 
Impetuosity to its own destruction, How strikingly is this 
case displayed in the men who form the present administra- 
tion of the affairs of government in this country. Every 
circumstance seems to combine against them, yet they perti- 
naciously adhere to place, and affect to treat their doom with 
contempt or carelessness. Perhaps those gentlemen hope by 
lingering on the proceedings against the Geen for a year or 
two, to withdraw the public attention from other objects 
equally important to themselves, and to centre disaffection in 
one point with a hope of being able to crush it the better. 
There is one on in the House of Lords, and that 
is, that as the probability of honourable acquittal for the 


‘Queen increases, their Lo 


rdships are becoming desperate and 
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déviating from all promises, as to giving her facilities in mak- 
ing a defence. This case was strikingly visible in the abrupt 
breaking up of the house on Saturday last. Old Eldon cries 
out we have erred from the right way, and for God’s sake, let 
us not for the sake of consistency continue in error. If the 
old Lord could carry this disposition out of the House the 
country might be benefitted by it: but no, the correction of 
error is to throw more impediments in the way of the Queen: 
their Lordships begin to tremble at the present aspect of the 
proceedings, and perceive that all is lost, even under the 
present disadvantages of the accused, if they do not thwart 
the present arrangements and violate the few promises that 
have been reluctantly drawnfrom them. Never was proceed- 
ings so anomalous on any previous occasion; its whole 
tenor seems to say and unsay, to do and undo. The 
Queen will stand as white as snow before her accusers: all 
the filth they have been for years collecting has only be- 
smeared themselves, and they begin to feel that they cannot 
shift it. The house-maids of Carlton-house had never to clean 
a filthier mess after a royal drunken bout, than the Queen’s 
accusers have now to wallow in; and report says, that the 
poor house-maids have had rather distasteful evacuations to 
cleanse away with the mop and pail after a fit of royal drunk- 
enness. Canning has given us /eg-bail—he is off—he has 
made sure’of his escape,. and we may expect to see all the 
royal yachts in requisition in a few weeks time. To Castle- 
reagh the task is left of nursing and comforting the Royal babe, 
he and poor Nicholas have all the work of the royal nursery 
left on their hands, and the most soothing care and gentle 
rocking can scarcely keep.the royal charge from convulsions. 
They have parodied the cradle hymn in different ways for the 
amusement of the royal infant and even a fine dressed doll 
ceases to allay its tears, and fears, and vexations. Such is the 
state of the English government: never was it so disgraced - 
before, with a mixture of despotism, dotage, infancy, imbe- 
cility, and childish petulance. Every circumstance that occurs 
seems to remind us of our infantile pursuits, our little jea- 
lousies, resentments, and quarrels. Manhood seems to have 
quitted the country. - : 

There is but one thing’ disagreeable in the continuance of 
theproceedings against the Queen, it will display such asame- 
ness for such a length of time as to become quite disgusting, 
and unless something new turns up we shall be apt to sleep 
over it for all the strength of the charge has been made and 
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ihe remainder of the proceedings will be but a tedious re- 


petition. 3 
, EDITOR. 


ait. 
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THE PROGRESS OF REVOLUTION CHEERING 
TO THE LOVER OF LIBERTY. 


Such has been the attraction of attention in England for the 
last fortnight, that we have not ventured to look on the conti- 
nent, lest we should miss an important passing object at home. 
Since our mention of the Neapolitan Revolution, which equals 
the most sanguine hopes in success, the Sicilians of Palermo 
have asserted their independence, by driving the Neapolitan 
soldiery from that city with great slaughter. The origin of 
the affray, seems to have been the rash act of an English ge- 
neral (Church) in tearing the badge of independence from the 
breast of a citizen. Dreadful havoc has been made with the 
city, but the triumph of the citizens has been complete, and 
continues unmolested. The march of revolution seems not 
only successful but irresistible. France has again been on the 
eve of an explosion, and every day seems likely to bring us 
the news of a successful overthrow cf the Bourbon dynasty. 
Spain moves majestically, and the Cortes have shewn their 
love of liberty in prosecuting a superior officer, for an attempt 
to punish his inferior, on the score of publishing a libel. The 
liberty of the press seems complete amongst them, and any 
rational piece of writing will find support, however strong its 
contents, or forcible its purport. Amidst the sorrows of home 
we find consolation in looking abroad, and a general revolu- 
tion pee the continent is not the least of present proba- 
bilities. he Prussian Imbecile seems determined to force his 
subjects to resistance, for there is no constitution forthcoming 
as yet for them. It may be better that they form one for 
themselves. The despots of Austria and Russia are becoming 
frantic, and we may expect to hear of a Russian army invading 
the South of Europe in a few weeks. The holy alliance is 
now put to the test, it must either act or become extinct. It 
me | to the friend of freedom, and the welfare of the 

uman race, to observe how the march of intellect sets at 
nought the menaces of despotism, and triumphs over the stu- 
pidity and ignorance of antiquated systems. A few years will 
give the whole earth a new surface, and change the character 



















































Za 


THE REPUBLICAN. be 


of the human race. Veneration shall change its objects, and 
the old must crumble before the new, The pamperéd sup- 
porter of abuses will no longer be listened to whilst prating 
about our venerable constitution, our venerable institutions, 
and such like false declamation, alone Galculated to amuse the 
vacant and corrupt mind. 

Englishmen—citizens and soldiers, see what is passing on 
the continent—see what has been performed by men, hie 
minds are comparatively barren when compared with yours. 
The inhabitants of Spain, of Naples, of Sicily, have not had 
those advantages in obtaining political information that you 
have had; the press of their country has, only been put in 
motion to corrupt them hitherto. Your minds have been en- 
riched with all the information. that could ‘be desired under 
present circumstances, and will you delay to assert those 
rights which you have so long and so aouy admired ? 
Although you have not possessed them, you have had a 
full knowledge of them, and the benefits that must follow 
their possession. , 

‘The brave soldiers of Spain and Naples have shown them- 
selves patriots and heroes, excelling those of any former times. 
They have shewn that their country is the object nearest their 
heart, and a thorough contempt for the despot that has organized 
them for the purpose of keeping in awe their friends and re- 
latives. They have shewn the important advantage of a citi- 
zen and a soldier, uniting to correct the abuses of the govern- 
ment under which they suffer. When there is a union between 
the soldier and the citizen in defence of their common rights 
and liberties, all is sure to proceed well without bloodshed, 
and even without confusion. The year 1820 will be a new 
era in history. Europe will take a new character, and the 
history of the past will be referred to, only to excite our.con- 
tempt, and to rejoice for the future. The good, sense of Eu- 
Yopean armic¢ «will baffle the plans of all the Castlereaghs on 
the earth, for mercenary armies will soon become extinct and 
unattainable. Let a regiment of English soldiers once pro- 
nounce their determination to support the demand for a repre- 
sentative system of government, and the spirit will fly through 
the country in a twinkling of an eye, and millions of citizens 
will rise to support them. The day must come, and if the | 
reigning prince be wise, he will anticipate that demand which 
he will not be able to deny when made. 

EDITOR. 
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ANSWERS OF THE QUEEN TO VARIOUS 
' ADDRESSES. 
—Oo— 


From the County of Middlesex. 


“In my long absence from England, I had never forgotten that 


justice and humanity had no warmer advocates, nor more steady 


friends, than the Freeholders of Middlesex. ‘Their present animated 
and affectionate Address, has impressed that conviction more strongly 
upon my mind; and my heart rejoices at receiving such a tribute of 
regard from men so enlightened, philanthropists so generous, and pa- 
triois so pure. . ee 

“ The improved spirit of the age, which is seen in the intellectual 
advancement of man through all the gradations of the social scheme, 
is particularly visible in this metropolitan county. Here the disse- 
mination of knowledge is found to have the most salutary effects. 
Here moral worth is most resplendent. Here beneficence most 


- abounds. Here those sentiments and affections are most operative, - 


that exclude intolerance from the mind, and give the most compre- 
hensive charity to the heart. Here liberty finds its most impenetrable 
shield ; and tyranny has to contend with its most determined foe. 

“ My frank and unreserved disposition may, at times, have laid my 
conduct open to the misrepresentations of my adversaries. Conscious 
that my motives are pure, and my heart upright, I have never sought 
my refuge even from the infuriated eye of malignity in the coverts of 
duplicity, or in the obscurities of fraud. I am what I seem, and I 
seem what I am. And though calumny, aided by perjury, is now 
making its last desperate attack upon my character, yet | feel no fear 
except it be the fear that my character should not be sufficiently in- 
vestigated ; I challenge every inquiry, I deprecate not the most vigilant 
Scrutiny. 

“* My life has been a life of trial. But what trial is there which I 
have yet undergone that has not elevated my character, and humblefl 
that of my enemies? During a period of twenty-five years, F have 
been exposed to the most persecuting inquisition. In private life, 
virtue is thought to bloom like the primrose in the shade ; but I have 
been placed in circutnstauces where temptation operates with double 
force, and where vice assumes the most fascinating lures ; and yet, 
what credible proof has yet been produced that I have once erred 
from the path of innocence ? * | 

“ The Freeholders of Middlesex could not make use of expressions 
oe gratifying to’my oe reat one to my soul, than by tell- 

& me that | occupy in the affections of the people that place which 
the Princess Charlotte so eminently poaseded It siapiies me with a 
sort of hallowed ecstacy, when I perceive how much and how tendrely 
this generous nation still cherishes her venerated memory. 


x Tint. 
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“ The voice of the people, which has been so generally expressed in 
favour of my integrity, has cheered me in the most trying circum- 
stances; and if I were to reach the fatal moment of my expiration on 
the morrow, it would still murmur pleasure in my ear. 

““When the Freeholders of Middlesex congratulate me upon -hav- 
ing such fair associates as Truth and Justice in my train, | must im- 
plore the Author of all good, that as they have been my solace in 
time past, they may remain my inseparable companions through life, 
and not forsake me even in the tomb.” 





From the married Females. 

“ In this honest and affectionate address from my female neighbours, 
who are wives and mothers of families in and near the metropolis, I 
gratefully acknowledge the sympathy which they express for my many 
sorrows, and the indignation which they feel for my unnumbered 
wrongs. The approbation of my own sex must be ever dear to my 
heart ; and it must be more particularly gratifying when it is the ap- 
probation of mothers of families in and near this enlightened me- 
tropolis. 

“‘When my honour is attacked, every loyal Englishwoman must 
feel it as an imputation upon her own. The virtues of sovereigns are 
not circumscribed in their influence or insulated in their operations. 
They put in motion a wide circle of the imitative prepensity in the 


subordinate conditions of life. ‘Thus the virtues of the great become 


the property of the people ; and the people are interested in preserv- 
ing them from slanderous contamination. 

“ The present procedure against me is like a wilful attempt on the 
part of blind phrensy or improvident malice to destroy the moral 
character of the monarchy. To lessen this moral character in public 
estimation is not merely to degrade the Queen, but to shatter into 
atoms that reverential respect which gives strength to the sceptre and 
dignity to the Sovereign. 

“ T shall never sacrifice that honour which is the glory of a woman, 
and the brightest jewel of a Queen, for any earthly consideration. 
All the possessions in the world would be purchased too dear if they 
were obtained at the price of self-condemnation. I can never be de- 
hased, while I observe the great maxim of respecting myself. | 

“« In this era of ceaseless change, and of violent agitation, when 
whole nations seemed tossed, like individuals on the ocean of storms, 
nO circumstances, however menacing, shall shake the constancy of my 
attachment to the English nation, or estrange my affections from the 
general good of the community. The future is wisely covered with 
an opaque cloud ; but, whatever may be my destiny, { will cherish in 
all vicissitudes, and preserve in all fortunes, that resignation to the 
divine will, which in proportion as it becomes an habitual sentiment 


7 a mind, improves all its virtues, and elevates the general cha- 
cter.” 
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From the Industrious Classes. 


_ “I am much gratified and unfeignedly obliged by this warm and 
affectionate address from the industrious classes in and about the 
great metropolis of these realms. It affords me unspeakable satisfac- 
tion to find that this mighty city contains myriads of such persons, 
among whom there is a large stock of virtue and of intelligence, who 
condole with my sorrows, and who kindle with indignation at my 
wrongs. The industrious classes have shown that they still retain that 
independence of mind which is inflexible to external circumstances, 
and which was once the proud boast and the characteristic property 
of every Englishman. Though the gangrene of corruption has en- 
gendered a debasing venality and a fawning obsequiousness in de- 
tached portions of the community, yet Britain still retains a large por- 
tion of that heart of oak which for so many ages has made its name 
glorious and its annals bright. 

‘‘ The industrious classes of the nation constitute the vital energy 
of the State. In the great fabric of society they ar¢ the strength at 
the bottom which supports the ornament at the top. 

“ The productive powers of the country are its real powers, For 
out of what other source is consumption supplied ?—What else is it 
that multiplies gratifications of all kinds >—To what else is affluence 
indebted for its splendour, or beauty for its decorations ? Where rank 
is measured by usefulness, no reflecting mind will say that the indus- 
trious classes occupy the lowest step in the ascent of honourable am- 
bition or of estimable fame. - 

‘* There have been times, and perhaps those times may still be, when 
the hard-earned bread of the long-toiling peasant or mechanic is in- 
sufficient for his numerous family, when the penury of. the day has 
been succeeded by the inquietude of the night, and when night and 
day, and day and night, have been only a sad succession of pining 
wretchedness and of hopeless woe. That order of things, which ina 
large portion of the community, necessitates the acquisition of sub- 
sistence by the sweat of the brow, is the institution of providence for 
the benefit of man; but who does not see that it is not owing to the 
wisdom of the Deity, but to the hard-heartedness of the oppressor, 
when the sweat of the brow durigg the day is followed by the tear of 
affliction at its close, when the labour‘of the hand only adds to the 
aching of the heart, and what‘ought to be a source of joy is an ag- 
grevation of calamity ? Butif these things have been, I may perhaps 

permitted to hope that they will ere long be only as the troubled 
scenery of a dream; and that happier times are approaching, when 


commerce will crowd our rivers, trade be busy in our streets, and in- 
dustry smiling in our fields.” eek: 9 
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From Bath and Worcester. 


‘‘ Tam much gratified by this affectionate Address from the Citi- 
zens and Inhabitants of the ancient and loyal City of Worcester. 
The present procedure against me in the House of Lords, is of such 
an extraordinary character, that it is difficult to designate it by any 
"|| appropriate name. It is not judicial; for it sets at defiance all the 
> accustomed judicial forms. It is not constitutional ; for the most vital 
’ functions of the Constitution are suspended by its operation. It is 


4 4 not legal; for what principles of the law are there which it does not 
" @ contradict ? What then is it? What is its proper designation? It is a 
,. political non-descript ; a moral abortion; a legal monstrosity ; the 
y Ri progeny of a Green Bag, swarming with slander, and putrescent with 
" @ falsehood. The flagrant contentsof this Green Bag have been shaken 
: ’ into aBill of Pains and Penalties, by that prodigy of benevolence, 
~ | — whose inclinations are so confessedly not under its controul. One of 
¢ Ss the features in this procedure, which gives it a totally new and foreign 


- aspect in the history of our jurisprudence, is, that it is supported by 
7 perjury, purchased, uot at home, but abroad ; not in small parcels, 





: but in large bales; not in detached instances, but in numerous aggre- 

: gates, It is perhaps the first notable instance, in which any Govern- 
< ment issued a bounty upon false swearing, and paid three and twent 
" thousand pounds for the importation of such a valuable commodity. 
This is the last desperate effort of that. selfish faction, which is an 
k enemy even to the very semblance of virtue in any part of the state. 
° This is the expiring violence of infuriated malignity. If this is re- 
Z pressed, the serpent will breathe its last in writhing agony. The 

evening of my life may then be a calm sunshine after a day of such 

: deep darkness-~such a long protracted continuity of trouble and of 
; woe !” 
1 | sige 
, From the Inhabitants of Shoreditch. i) 
" 4 “ The householders and inhabitants of St. Leonard Shoreditch, are | 
rr ~ Fequested to accept my unfeigned thanks for this affectionate address. 
e = The long series of persecutions by which I have been assailed, though 
. they liave been successfully defeated, have been as constantly reuew- 
f ed. The present atrocious attack upon any moral character, and | 
e upon my royal dignity, is designed by my enemies to produce that 
- catastrophe which is to terminate this drama of iniquity. But the | 
sa good people of England are not willing to see a new reign open with a 
1 tragedy. : 
n * The inhabitants of St. Leonard, Shoreditch, well remark, that 
- & the charges aguinst me are of the most: vague and indefinite kind. 


They have no palpable form, no distinct individual character. Such 
vague generalties of accusation are the common refuge of slander, 
when it asperses without evidence, and condemns without proof. In 
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the present instance, the charge against me is so indeterminate, that 
it is more like an inquisition into the conduct of a whole life than into 
the truth of any particular allegation. 

“ In their Bill of Pains and Penalties, my adversaries first con. 
demn me without proof—and then, with a sort of novel refinement in 
legislative science, proceed to inquire whether there is any proof to 
justify the condemnation. They first prejudge my case, and then at- 
tempt to colour the injustice by a sort of judicial parade, which this 
age will never approve, and which posterity will abhor. Justice has 
been denominated even handed; but what should we think of that 
emblematical figure of judicial purity in one of whose hands the ac- 
one had put not only a Green Bag of perjury, but a yellow bag of 
gold ?” 


From the Inhabitants of Hammersmith. 


“‘ I am sensibly impressed and deeply obliged by this affectionate 
Address from the inhabitants of Hammersmith, amongst whom I have 
my present temporary residence. I have always rejoiced in the fe- 
licitations of neighbours and in the charities of neighbourhood. 

** The day on which the remains of the Princess Charlotte were 
committed to the silent tomb was a day of deep sorrow to the na- 
tion. But if the nation wept, it. was not merely because youth and 
beautv had withered, and wit and elegance had vanished in the grave. 
These were common occurrences ; but it is not a common occurrence 
to see every virtue in a successor to the throne; and the mirror of 
those virtues to behold the nation emerging from wretchedness, servi- 
tude, and disgrace, to freedom, to glory, and to happiness. 

“ All Europe has its eyes fixed on the present procedure in the 
House of Lords. I shall have to appear at the bar of that house ; 
but that house itself will have to appear at the bar of public opinion 
throughout the world. I shall have to defend myself against their 
accusations ; but they will have to defend themselves against the re- 
proaches of individual conscience, as well as the impartial condemna- 
tion of the age which now is and of that which is to come. To have 
been one of the Peers who, after accusing and condemning, affected 


to sit in judgment on Queen Caroline, will be a sure passport to the 
splendid notoriety of everlasting fame.” 


—_—_— 


From the Tradesmen and Artificers of Northampton. 


“ I set ahigh value on the many testimonies of regard which I 
have received from the mercantile and manufacturing parts of the 
community ; among those estimable claims upon my gratitude I shall 


always rank this Address from the tradesmen and mechanics of the 
town of Northampton. 


“* Good and evjJ, happiness and misery, tife and-death, are the ap- 
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pointment of God: what his goodness freely gives I feel that the same 
goodness may as freely take away. Asa being made highly suscepti- 
ble of affection, and with nerves alive to’ the slightest impression of 
pleasure or of pain, I cannot but lament over the departure of those 
who so long had a hold upon my heart, whose joy and sorrow were 
always in unison with my own; but, as far as human infirmity will 
permit, I endeavour to repress the falling tear, and to stop the in. 
voluntary sigh: I bend my will to that truly parental Power whose 
decrees have always a reference to the good of the heart which they 
oppress, and to the improvement of the mind which they agonize. I 
saw my only child cut off by the rude gust of adversity, like a flower 
in the early spring. Here my affection received a wound which has 
never been entirely closed, and which the fond intrusions of memory 
will not suffer to disappear. Here I felt a disposition to be querulous, 
and a tendency to be sceptical ; but I remembered that life is only a 
transient discipline for a more lasting existence, and that, though man 
is short-sighted, the Universal Father must be good. Who is there 
that can look back upon bis past life, and say that he has not been 
the better for the expesience of adversity ? 

‘“* T cannot have the smallest doubt that the tradesmen and me- 
chanics of Northampton feel the most zealous regard for the House 
of Brunswick, and for the principles of that. limited monarchy which it 
is their duty to defend. If these principles have been outraged by 
any late measure, | hope te live to see the oak of British liberty send 
forth new and more healthy shoots, and spread its branches far and 
wide, till it alike covers the high and the low, the rich and the poor, 
under the ample canopy of its protecting shade.” 


From the Hammermen Society at Dalkeith. 


“ T am truly obliged by this Address from the Deacon and Mem- 
bers of the Dalkeith Hammermen Society. 

“ However severe my trials may have been, I trust they will ulti- 
mately be productive of good to myself, and te the people of these 
realms. Providence often operates in the moral world by very hume- 
ble instruments ; and perhaps my individual afflictions may, through 
the invisilie agency of Divine Wisdom in the inscrutable progress of 
events, be one of the means by which great benefits will be conferred 
upon mankind. To be conscious that we are living for the geod of 
others, that our single existence puts in motion a wide circle of hu- 
man sympathies, and diffuses happiness over the whole surface, is 
that which renders life a real blessing, and is what more than any 
thing else makes me anxious to live. If that day is lost in which no 
good is done, how great must be the loss of those whose whole life 


omni only the mischievous activity of ‘evil, or a dreary vacuity of 
good,” 
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From the Inhabitants of Norwich. 

« T gratefully acknowledge my obligations to his Majesty's faithful 
subjects, the inhabitants of the city of Norwich, for this affectionate 
address. The voice of sympathy is always soothing:to the ear, but 
it is heard with double complacency when it is knewn to issue from 
the heart. I am convinced that in this sympathetic tribute of regard 
for my insulted honour, and my violated rights, the inhabitants of 
Norwich have expressed only those sentiments which affection breathes 
from their generous hearts. 

‘«¢ The accumulated indignities which I have experienced, have had 
an effect quite contrary to the expectations of my enemies ; they have 
rendered me an object of public regard in a higher degree than I could 
otherwise have been. My reason approves and my piety reveres that 
instinctive propensity which there is in the liuman heart to succour 
the oppressed. Of this propensity no page in history furnishes a 
brighter example than that which the British-people have exhibited 
in favour of their persecuted Queen, In proportion as my enemies 
have endeavoured to effect my abasement, they have contributed to 
my exaltation. They have degraded nobody but themselves. Their 
malice has been my protection, and their obloquy has become my 
panegyric. 

“ When my adversaries had recourse to a bill of pains and peual- 
ties, they offered an involuntary testimony to my iunocence ; for if I 
had been guilty, my guilt might have been established by a more legal 
and less circuitous process. But knowing that my integrity was my 
security as long as they remained within the confines of our consti- 
tutional sanctuary, they leaped with profane daring over that sacred 
boundary, and are now labouring to annihilate my honour as a 
woman, and my dignity as a Queen, by a procedure which must 
in its consequences be perilous to the vital interests of individual and 
general liberty. Iam now, therefore,.struggling not more for my 
own good than for that of the country. The question at this mo- 
ment is not merely whether the Queen shall have her rights, but 
whether the rights of any individual in the kingdom shall] be free from 
violation. 

_“ The maxims of English jurisprudence have always hitherto, been 
favourable to the accused. Perhaps my aécusers, who are also to 
be my judges, thought that they were acting in conformity to those 
maxims, when, after spreading the accusations against me over a 
period of six years, and a space almost equal to that of a whole 
Continent, they refused any specifiatiori of the times when, and the 
places where, the charges were laid, after they had previously con- 
descended not to grant any list of the witnessses by whom these 
charges were to be supported. A generous enemy never commences 
the combat by previously wresting from his adversary every instru- 
ment of defence. But is not the conduct of my enemies a proof that 
they think their own cause weak and mine strong? Why else do they 
Jabour with a sort of trembling cowardice to cripple my powers of 
resistance? Is not this tacitly to tell the world that my integrity is 
their dread, and my accusation their shame ?”” | 
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Prom the Inhabitants of North Shields. 


«J am unfeignedly obliged to the inhabitants of North Shields 
and its vicinity for this affectionate tribute of their regard. My 
bosom cannot but gratefully feel the sympathy which they express 
for the indignities I have so long sustained, and for the many afflic- 
tions 1 have undergone. 

‘¢ If my accusers had not been convinced that their charges against 
me could not be supported by any legitimate proof, or be prosecuted 
upon any constitutional principles, they would not have had recourse 
to an extraordinary expedient, which deprives me at once of the 


sacred protection of every existing law, and menaces my destruction 


by an exertion of unlimited power. 

“ Unsparing vengeance, in the form of a bill of pains and penalties, 
is arraying against me the whole force of the State. The heavenly 
aspect of justice, which was once the brightest ornament and the 
highest glory of these realms, isto be covered with aveil; and my honour 
and my rights are to be trampled in the dust by a sort of gigantic 
power, which derides the restraints of law, and is inaccessible as a 
rock to the sentiments of humanity. 

‘¢ In the circumstances in which I am placed I should have been 
overwhelmed with despondency if I had not been powerfully sup- 
ported by the internal consciousness of innocence, and cheered by the 
generous sympathy of the people, upon the protection of which [ 
place a firmer reliance than upon the constitutional reverence, or the 
moral sensibility of my adversaries. ‘Their conduct towards me in 
time past, has been prompted by no other incitement than that of 
infuriated malevolence; and they must know little of the human heart 
who suppose that such malevolence will moderate its ferocity, or 
slacken its hold, when the victim is within its grasp.’ 





From the Soldiers of the Leicestershire Militia. 

“T receive with great satisfaction this kind address from the sol- 
diers of the Leicestershire militia, who, in condoling with me on my 
melancholy losses:—in sympathising with me in my sufferings—in 
praying for my safety and happiness, and in condemning the advisers 
of the cruelties inflicted upon me, give the best and most striking 


- proof of their fidelity to their King, who ean have no real interest, 


no true glory, in which his Queen does not participate. 

_ “ My name, given as it is ds a mark of honour to many of the re- 
giments of his Majesty’s army, the custom of her late Majesty to 
address bodies of this gallant army would teach me, if my own heart 
did not, that that part of his Majesty’s subjects who bear arms in 
defence of their country and the throne are never to be excluded from 
my attention, my care, and my gratitude. 

_“* To the cowardly only it belongs to be cruel; valour and genero- 
sity are mseparable associates; and while the world proclaims the 
matchless valour of the British soldiers, it shall be for me to proclaim 
their generous sympathy and affection.” 
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16 THE REPUBLICAN. 
From the Inhabitants of Greenwich. 


« In this cordial, this friendly Address, the inhabitants of Green- 
wich have strongly excited my yao and interested my heart. 
In the most vivid manner they have recailed to my memory those 
times over which oblivion will throw a veil. They have reminded 
me of those past days when I lived among them, when I visited their 
houses and traversed their fields, when I partook of their social fes- 
tivities, and was united in their sacred rites: when I was rendered 
happy by ministering to the wants of some, and by adding to the 
comforts of others; and above all, when my. heart was lifted to God, 
in gratitude, because my ears were cheered with the benedictions of 
the poor. This is the period which the kind hearted inhabitants of 
Greenwich so powerfully recall to my recollection; nor can I ever be 
unmindful that it was a period in which [ could behold that coun- 
tenance, which I never beheld without vivid delight, and heard that 
voice, which, to my fond ears, was like music breaking over violets. 
Can I forget? No ; my soul will never suffer me to forget that, when 
the cold remains of this beloved object were to be deposited in the 
tomb, the malice of my persecutors would not even suffer the name of 
the mother to be inscribed upon the enffin of her child. Of all the 
indignities which I have experienced, this is one which, minute as it 
may seem, has affected me as much as alk the rest. But, minute if it 
were, minute it was not to my agonised sensibility. It was a dagger, 
directed by unrelenting hate, not to the surface, but to the very centre 
of a mother’s heart. If little circumstances mark character, that 
which I have mentioned will not fail to fix a note of indelible infamy 


_ upon that ferocious persecution which has troubled my peace and 
embittered my days.” 


From the Inhabitants of Aylesbury. 


“ The inhabitants of the borough of Aylesbury have my cordial 
thanks for this impressive testimony of their affectionate regard. 
Whatever may have been the afflictions with which I have been 
visited by Providence, I know my duty to Heaven toc well to mur- 
mur at any of its dispensations. The sorrows that are scattered over 
the surface of human life are usually transient, though often recurring. 
They come and go—they depart and return, like the wind and the 
rain—but my sorrows have not been of this kind. They have not 
merely flitted over my nerves in the shades of the evening, to disap- 
pear when the east reddened with the dawn. They have been along, 
oa dark, an almost vt fag night, which malice, that of a fiend, 

rown over my soul for a quarter of a century. But the people 
of England think that 1 have been sufficiently telus by ibigdity 
and‘saddened by woe. Their vivid sympathies and their glowing 
affections begin to dissipate the thick darkness that covered nly pros 
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pects, and to announce the dayspring of a life more serene, when my 
wrongs shall be redressed, and my persecutions come to an end. 

‘Those persons who could instigate or advise that the name of 
the Queen should, contrary to all usage, be omitted in our national 
prayers, must have had their hearts far from God. Such an omission 
is at variance with that charity, without which all our adoration is 
mere mummery, and all our Hosannas only empty air. 

“The injustice of my ehemies has been so great, and indeed so 
monstrous, that the account of it will hereafter be numbered among 
the prodigies in the moral history of man. It is the extremity of 
barbarism in an age of high civilization. Because I have violated no 
law, a Bill of Pains and Penalties has been introduced into the House 
of Lords to destroy me without law. But the people of England have 
not minds of inert clay, or hearts of impenetrable stone. They know, 
they see, they feel, my unparralleled wrongs. Every man, every 
woman, nay, every child is alive to the sympathy they have inspired. 
Oppression always sanctifies its object. Tu this order of things the 
Almighty has written his decree against cruelty and injustice.” 


From the Inhabitants ef Bethnal-green. 


« The Churchwardens, Overseers, and Vestrymen, of the parish of 
St. Matthew, Bethnal Green, are requested to accept my cordial 
thanks for this spontaneous tribute of affectionate regard. The prev 
sent mode of proceeding against me in the House of Lords, may well 
alarm those who have any regard forthe political welfare or the moral 
interest of the nation. Though the primary object of the Bill of 
Pains and Penalties, is to divorce me from his Majesty, yet itis hyper- 
bolically pretended that his Majesty is not a party in the case. An ab- 
stract is employed, in order to cover the deception, and the State is 
substituted for his Majesty ; but the State, if it means any thing, must 
mean the people, collectively considered. But they, instead of de- 
.siring a dissolution of my marriage, have expressed tlie most indu- 
bitable desire that that marriage may not be annulled, but that I may 
remain Queen Consort of these realms, and be invested with all the 
rights, privileges, and immunities which the law has appropriated to 
that Royal dignity. To pretend that his Majesty is not a party, and 
the sole complaining party in this question, is to render the whole bu- 
siness a mere mockery—the reprobation of the good, the jest of the 
thoughtless, and the contempt of the wise. His Majesty either does 
or does not desire the divorce, which the Bill of Pains and Penalties 
proposes to accomplish. If his Majesty does not desire the diverce, 
it is certain, that the State does not desire it in his stead; and if the 
divorce is the desire of his Majesty, his Majesty ought to seek it on the 
same ferms as his subjects; for, in a limited monarchy, the law is one 
and the same for all; or otherwise, the mere volition of the Monarch 
“43 paramount to the law, and the government becomes a despotism.” 
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TO THE EDITOR. 


Sir 

"In my anxiety to discover the various opinions enter- 
tained by the early christians, concerning the peculiar doc. 
trines taught and believed in the three first centuries of the 
christian church, I have frequently lamented the difficulties 
under which I (in common with many others) laboured in 
not being able to procure those gospels, which were sanc- 
tioned as the genuiue productions of some of the Apostles, as 
well as the testimonials of those wise and good men, who 
flourished during that period, when to be a Christian was a 
source of obloquy and contempt; but whose writings were 
declared to be spurious, by a council composed of fallible 
men, and who when assembled, manifested all those feelings 
of party and prejudice, which characterise the zeal of faction 
rather than the searcher after truth. 

Fortunately, however, for the enquiring mind, these 
Gospels have been collected together, and published by 
Mr. Hone, and an opportunity is thus afforded to the 
student in Theology, to pursue his studies, by an exami- 
nation of all that are now extant, and I cannot help ex- 
pressing my astonishment after reading them, at the perversity 
of those minds that could, by a vote, declare those works as 
the emanations of pious fraud. What advantages, I ask, 
could the virtuous Christian expect to derive from falsehood 


_ or duplicity, in pa ming upon his brethren the: offsprings of 


his fancy, as the Revelations of Heaven? Can it be possible 
for any one for a moment, to believe, that impiety so wan- 
ton, would not have met with instant punishment from the 
author of divine revelation, that he who presumed to incul- 
cate falsehood in the church, would have fell like Uzzah for 
his presumption, and been a warning to all those who placed the 
commandments of men onan equality with the commands of God. 
To be a Christian at the time when the gospels. were’ formed, 
was voluntarily to exclude themselves from their former con- 
nexions, and become an object at’ which the finger of scorn 
could be pointed, without fear of retaliation. The name of 2 
Christian was one of reproach,—it brought no. honors,—it 
Ues,—it had no distinctions, they were as the 
Apostles say, ‘* In the world but not of the world.” When 
men Were so placed therecould be no motives—no causes—to 


prompt them to the iniquity of such impositions, the fear of 


eternal damnation would deter them from such daring 
blasphemy, | 
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_ Jt has been urged that the internal evidence of these gospels 
affords sufficient proof to shew they are not genuine. This I 
confidently deny, because the New Testament itself, by those 
who believe in it, is not subjected to that mode of reasoni 
which is adopted in the examination of the credibility of any 
circumstance that has occurred. The improbability and ab- 
surdity of the narration does not invalidate its authority, but 
the true believer assents to its truth, because it is divine rever 
lation ; any attempt therefore to despise these gospels on that 
account, partakes more of the temper of infidelity than of 
the spirit of Christianity. Whoever reads the Ist and 2nd 
chapters of Matthew and Luke, must lament how extremely 
brief the interesting statements of the birth of Jesus are re- 
corded by his disciples, and desire to have a more extended 
knowledge of those events, which ushered in the birth of the 
Saviour of the World ; and I think the Apocryphal Testament 
supplies many deficiencies, that are evident in our present 
gospels. I will, however, copy two chapters from the gospel 
of St. Mary, which was believed to be written by St. Matthew, 
by several of the ancient Christian sects ; and leave your rea 
ders to decide, whether they are notas probable and as deserving 
of belief, as those contained in our present New Testament. 


“ Now at this time of ber first coming into Galilee, the angel Gabriel 
was sent to her from God, to declare té her the conception of our Sa- 
viour, and the manuer and way of her conceiving bim. Accordingly 
going into her, he filled the chamber where she was with a prodigious 
light, and in a most courteous manner saluting her, he said, Haj 
Mary! Virgin of the Lord most acceptable! Oh Virgin, full of grace ! 
The Lord is with you, you are blessed above all women, you are 
blessed above all men, that have been hitherto born. But the Virgin, 
who had before been well acquainted with the countenances of angels, 
and to whom such light from heaven was no uncommon thing, was 
neither terrified with the vision of the angel, nor astonished at the 
greatness of the light, but only troubled about the angel’s words; and 
began to consider what so extraordinary a salutation should mean, 
what it did portend, or what sort of end it would have. To this 
thought the angel, divinely inspired, replies; Fear not, Mary, as 
though I intended any thipg inconsistent with your chastity in this sa- 
Jutation: for you have found favour with the Lord, beeause you 
made virginity yout choice. Therefore while you are a virgin, you shal 
conceive without sin, and bring forth a son. He shall be great, de- 
cause he shall reign from sea to sea, and from the rivers even to the 
ends of the earth. And he shall be called the Son of the Highest ; for 
he who is born in a mean state on earth, reigns in an exalted one in 
heaven. And the Lord shall give him the throne of his father David, 
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‘drew near, when Joseph took his wife and 


20 * THE REPUBLICAN. 


and he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his king. 
dom there shall be no end. For he is the King of Kings, and Lord 
of Lords, and his throne is for ever. and ever, To this discourse of 
the angel the Virgin replied, not as though she were unbelieving, but 
willing to know the manner of it: she said, How'can that be? For 
ing, according to my.vow, I never have known any man, how can 
I bear a child without the addition of a man’s seed ? ‘To this the an- 
gel replied and said, Think not, Mary, ‘that you’shall conceive in the 
ordinary way : for, without lying with a man, while a virgin, you shall 
conceive ; while a virgin, you shall bring forth ; and while a virgin, you 
shall give suck: for the Holy Ghost shall come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High shall overshadow you, without any of the 
‘heats of lust. So that which shall be born of you shall be only holy, 
because it only is conceived without sin, and being born, shall be 
called the Son of God. Then Mary stretching forth her hands, and 
lifting her eyes to heaven, said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord! 
Let it be unto me according to thy word.” 

« Joseph therefore went from Judxa to Galilee, with intention to 
marry the virgin who was betrothed to him; For it was now near 
thrée months, since she was betrothed to him. At length it plainly 
appeared she was with child, and it could not be hid from Joseph ; 
For going to the Virgin ina free manner, as one espoused, and talking 
familiarly with her, he perceived her to be with child. And there- 


- upon began to be uneasy and doubtful, not knowing what course it 


would be best to take; For being ajust man, he was not willing to 
expose hier, nor defame her by the suspicion of being a whore, sinse 
he was a pious man. He purposed therefore privately to put au end 
to their agreement, and as privately to send her away. But while he 
‘was meditating these things, behold the angel of the Lord appeared 
to him in his sleep, and said, Joseph, son of David, fear not; Be not 
willing to entertain any suspicion of the Virgin's being guilty of 
fornication, or to think any thing amiss of her, neither be afraid to 
take her to wife ; For that which is begotten in her, and now dis- 
tresses your mind, is not the work of man, but the Holy Ghost. For 
she of all women is that only Virgin who shall bring forth the Son of 


God, and you shall call him Jesus, that is, Saviour; for he will save 
his people from their sins, Joseph thereupon, according to the com- 


maand of the angel, married the Virgin, and did not know her, but 


kept her in chastity. And now the ninth month from her conception 


what other things were 
the city from-whence be came. And it caine 
pass, while they were there, the days were fulfilled for her bring- 
ng forth, And she brought forth her first-born son, as the Holy 
gelists have taught, even our Lord Jesus Christ, who with the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, lives and reigns to everlasting ages.” 
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HELP! HELP! HELP! FOR THE VICE SOCIETY. 
—— 

The secret association of the supporters of existing abuses, 
is beginning to dwindle. It is compelled to puff like a lottery- 
ticket seller, to raise about 1001. per year, by way of sub- 
scription! It appears that it has lately run into debt, and 
cannot get a barrister to take another brief, for want of the 
money for the fee. We feel it our duty to give a gratuitous 
insertion to all their advertisements, in acknowledgment of 
benefits received and continued. 


*¢ SocIETY FOR THE SUPPRESSION OF VICE. 
““ Committee-room, Aug. 1820. 

‘¢ The society has to return its acknowledgements to those of 
the nobility, clergy, and gentry, who, in compliance with its © 
late address, have contributed to its funds, by which it has 
been enabled to bring to a successful issue, the prosecutions 
against Richard Carlile, and seven indictments against as many 
dealers in obscene publications. The society is now carryin 
on another prosecution against an offender of the latter de- 
scription ; and when this shall have been brought (as it is 
trusted it will be) to a successful close, a hope may fairly be 
encouraged that the morals of the rising , aplnen. for acon~ 
siderable period to come, will be much less exposed than they 
have been, to the noxious effects of this most odious traffic. 
Two printers of blasphemous publications, who, since the con- 
viction of Richard Carlile, have had the audacity to persist in 
their impious warfare against Christianity and the religious 
institutions of our highly favoured country, are now alse 
under prosecution. As, by these multiplied proceedings, the 
funds which the society have derived from the timely support 
of benevolent individuals, will be considerably diminished, it 
becomes necessary for the Committee still to press the im- 
important objects which the society has in view, upon the | 
consideration of a diseerning public, in order that it may be 
placed in such a state of efficiency, as to be enabled to con- 
tinue an active and unintermitted conflict with those ill-dis- 
posed persons who are incessantly conspiring against the mo- 
ral and religious interests of the community. 

‘* Subscriptions and donations will be thankfully received by 
the treasurer, Henry Hoare, esq., 37, Fleet Street; and by 
the secretary, Mr. Geo. Pritchard, 31, Essex Street, Strand.” 

Voi. IV. No. 1. 
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We would beg to remind this vertwous Vice Society, that their 
late address was made long since the conviction of Richard 
Carlile; and that they then complained of poverty, occasioned 
by bringing that “ audacious offender, Carlile, to condign pu- 
nishment.” We are surprised to think that a discerning pub- 
lic should disparage and discountenance their efforts! What 
not able to pay for the prosecutions in hand! How comes this 
to pass? A few years back this society consisted of several 
hundreds of the most wealthy individuals in the country: but 
what does it now consist of? No one but the Secretary it 
seems, who makes a trade of it, and lives by the few pounds 
he can collect by begging in the name of a society! Asto the 
morals of the rising generation, they bid fair to be contami- 
nated by the royal Vice Society much more so than by the 
sale of obscene prints and books, and we would recommend 
the clerical Vice Society to drop the subject of blasphemy and 
begin at the root of corruption. Their efforts against what 
Mey call blasphemy will benefit none but those prosecuted ; 
and in the present state of the country this will continue to be 
the case, therefore the further they plunge the further they 

will get into the mire ; and it is pretty clear that their late pro- 
ceedings against Richard Carlile has almost annihilated their 
further progress, whilst he continues in the same condition as 
before, as far as his publications are concerned, and we doubt 
not but he is well prepared to stand a repeated siege, or the 
most violent assault. All the money thrown away by the pro- 
secutors of blasphemy runs into the pockets of the person 
prosecuted, and whilst this is the case there is no fear that the 
game will drop for want of persons to persevere. Let the 
Vice Society read the Republican weekly, and ask themselves 
what they have gained by the prosecution of Richard Carlile 
more than the confinement of his body ; a circumstance which 
he, as an individual, is quite indifferent about. One would 
think that the royal prosecution or persecution, which is now 
going on, would be sufficient to silence any clamour about 
obscenity or blasphemy amongst any other class of society. 
We have in this business sufficient obscenity and blasphem 
> y y phemy 
to corrupt all Europe, if royal example be calculated to do it. 
But we do sincerely pray, that the Vice Society will allow 
nothing to stop their efforts, they are performing a double 
good, ney check obscenity and propagate the truth. 

The persons alluded to as under prosecution for “ daring to 
atlagk Christianity, and the religious institutions of the coun- 
bry,” are Mrs. Carlile and Mr. Davison ; but the Vice Society 
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do not anticipate the hope that the conviction of those persons 
will stop the sale of anti-christian publications, if they do, they 
will find themselves much deceived. They have done nothing 
yet in checking the sale of such publications; they have 
doubled and trebled the sale of them, and impoverished them- 
selves as a society. Thus they might continue if they like, for 
we shall not do as well without;their prosecutions as with them. 
Pritchard the lawyer in Essex Street, must be considered the 
main stay and support of this society, he alone, and the bar~ 
rister he might employ, can gain-any thing by its continuance. 
As to the opposition they may make to the progress of deisti- 
cal principies, it is really a farce, their motives are seen through, 
and their old subscribers have deserted them. If they have any 
subscribers left, they consist of priests, or a few such men as 
Mr. Wilberforce, who have thriven by the support of the 
abuses in church and state. Thus we see them under the ne- 
cessity of begging for support, but we never see them, like 
other societies, advertising the sums received, and the names 
of the subscribers, of the nobility, clergy, and gentry whose 
support they continually affect to return thanks for ; but, at 
the same time, convince us that they have received no such 
support, because they plead poverty, and great expenses 
which have not-existed. If we admit that each prosecution 
costs them £100, which ought to be the outside, and that they - 
have brought before a jury five or six persons in the course of 
a year, which they have not done, what is the sum total of 
such an expensc, for a society composed of nobility, gentry, 
and clergy, as is boasted of. But nine out of every ten that 
they have instituted prosecutions against, have paid the ex- 
pences of them, so that, in fact, the chief expence of this so- 
ciety must be for house-rent and secretary: and the expence 
occasioned them by Richard Carlile, whom they boast of having 
convicted, far exceeds any thing that they ever had to encoun- 
ter before. The payment of spies forms a principal feature in 
their expenses ;- and-their ramifications are only known to 
themselves. However, we have no hesitation in saying, that. 
the efforts of this society to check the progress of obscene books 
and prints, has been extremely laudable: they should not have 
meddled with opinion. 

Can it be a vice to dissent from the opinions of any man, or set 
of men? or can it be a vice to make known the cause of that dis- 
sent ? In what country, in what century, have mankind ceased 
to deviate from the opinions of their progenitors? Is not the 
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change continual, although the name or title might have been 
retained? Have the received notions of Christianity continued 
the same for two centuries together since its origin? In the 
various countries in which it has been propagated, has it not 
taken as many shapes as the years of its existence? Is it not 
a crime—is it not a vice to oppose the continual change of 
opinion, and more particularly so at this moment, when the 
printing-press is revolutionizing the opinions of every country 
in which it exists? Cease then, ye selfish conspirators, to at- 
tack opinion in any shape; and if your object or inclination 
be indeed to preserve the morals and virtue of the country 
from further contamination, and from the seductive influence 
of voluptuarian books and prints, combine your force to that 
object, and no longer impoverish yourself by attacking such 
publications as every honest and conscientious man would 
willingly expose to sale. You seem to boast of convicting 
Richard Carlile, but is it likely at present that he will fill out 
the last year of his imprisonment which has been allotted him 
for publishing Palmer’s Principles of Nature? I can assure 
you he is doubtful of it, and, should that doubt prove vague 
and futile, he will quit his prison-house ina much better con- 
dition than he would have been in had no prosecutions taken 
place. The alternative of the verdict being guilty or not guilty, 
was to him of great importance, but to you it availed nothing, 
but.as matter of exultation and gratification. Had the verdict 
been not guilty, it would have provided him a rapid, an in- 
stanitaneous fortune; but, as it is, he is much the gainer by 
the prosecution, and such will be the case, to every other per- 
son prosecuted, a certain gain, whilst, to the prosecutor it 
must infallibly be a certain loss, both in money, principle, and 
opinion. So do not suffer a good book to pass unnoticed. 


EDITOR. 
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FOR THE REPUBLICAN. 





TO MR. JUSTICE PARK. 

Sir, 

What could you mean by that foolish tirade at Newcastle 
against the licentiousness of the press? Who do you think will be 
influenced by it? Are you the only man in existence qualified to 
judge of what is useful and what is licentious? You had better turn 
methodist preacher at once and pretend to inspiration, and who even 
then do you think would prefer your judgment to his own? Silly 
monk! are these the days to expect people to listen to your infallible 
dogmas about sedition and blasphemy, and reject all that can be 
learnt from enquiry? But you. would like to enforce your impres- 
sions: no doubt of it; and with the means of torture at your elbow, 
“undermine the peace and security of the country.” Indeed: say 
honestly, had you no view to your own security when you talked 
about the country? “ Inveigh against men in the highest stations! ’ 
Truly ; and are men in high stations sacred because their station is 
high? Don’t attempt to impose so on common sense. “ Arraign 
the character of the sovereign himself!” And why not? You 
know he has, or ought to have a character; and what makes a 
character but the collective opinions of individuals? ‘‘ More shock- 
ing still to assail the majesty of God himself!” Really: can’t you 
be content with your own God, and let every man alone to the en- 
joyment of his own. I'll be bold to say if you should condescend to 
describe your God: there are not many who would agree with your 
fancy in all particulars ; and if not in some, why should they not dif- 
fer in many? “ Drive what is well written far away as a pestilence ;”” 
destroy themselves ‘* and families.” So good writing is to destroy, 
and your trash to save them: inconceivable vanity! ‘ Grand jurors 
and their higher characters as magistrates ;” prettily sustained ; Man- 
chester to wit, “ As they regard their happiness hereafter.” How 
came you so knowing about hereafter? Do you know more than 
people may hear every Sunday from their priests? and what do they 
know more than the rest of us? I'll tell you what, Mr. Justice Park, 
you are under a mistake : don’t think to cram stuff of this sort down 
people’s throats for gospel now-a-days; having found out the priests, 
they are not to be muzzled and bamboozled by you. “ Revelabo 
animan meam”’ is a very good motto, but it is every body’s motto, 
and it shall not be monopolized by the Park family. 

You may spin cobwebs as long as you please, but the flies you 
catch will not destroy the breed ; and you have lived long enough to 
know (if an owlish slumber did not blind you,) that all these big wig 
mjunctions only make you a laughing stock. “ The licentiousness of 
the press a dangerous and growing evil ;”” dangerous for you and some 
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others, perhaps: but it would not grow if it were not generally en- 
couraged, and it would not be encouraged if it was not liked. The 
fact is, the more people read of what you call dangerous, the more 
they learn of the tricks of priests and lawyers, and this is very ‘‘ per- 
nicious,” faith. 
Your very humble servant, 
A GENERAL READER. 





CONTINUATION OF REPLY TO THE REV. THO- 


MAS HARTWELL HORNE’S PAMPHLET, ENTI- 
TLED “ DEISM REFUTED.” From p. 640, Vol. III. 


el 





Before I look into the book of Judges, it will be necessary 
that 1 correct an error which appeared in page 640 of the last 
number, of the last volume, whether it was accidental, or in- 
tentional, on the part of the reader in London from a motive 
of false delicacy, | cannot say, but I must and will have it 
right. Trivial errors I pass over unnoticed, as the reader may 
often rectify them himself, but it has too often happened that 
inexcusable alterations have taken place in London in many 
of my sentences, and this too in spite of my remonstrance 
against any alteration. The present error stands thus at the 
top of the page :—“ Asa proof of the many idle stories of Lot’s 
wife being turned into a pillar of salt, I will just mention, that 
Tertullian and Iraeneus, two fathers of the Christian church, 
asserted, that in their time, this pillar of salt was flesh and 
blood!” Now it should have been “ that in their time, this 
pillar of salt continued to menstruate just as if it was flesh 
and blood.” If 1 had copied their own expressions, they 
would have been far more gross than mine, for they enter into 
minute descriptions of menstruation, and its appearance on 
the pillar! The reader will perceive that the alteration is quite 
inexcusable, and that as it stands in the last number, it is ridi- 
culous and without meaning. My object is not to rake up every 
thing that is filthy, no one loathes such observations more than 
myself: but it is my ‘duty to shew what were the ideas and 
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characters of those who have mainly assisted in propagating 
the common fraud of religion. Tertullian and Irenzeus are 
two of the most celebrated fathers of the Christian church, and 
when we reflect on their assertions with respect to this pillar 
of salt and “ Lot’s wife” so called, we may form some idea of 
their respectability and the credit due to other parts of their 
writings. The word Milus on the same page should be read 
Nilus. The unavoidable necessity of recurring to such cor- 
rections as these is the only thing that gives me pain in my 
confinement. I hope it will cease. 


I believe that I have said sufficient of Jehovah to shew, that 
in reputation and consideration, he was far inferior among the 
Jews, to what Jupiter was held to be among the Grecians and 
Romans. The books of the Old Testament from Genesis to the 
book of Ezra, and all the books of the supposed prophets, are 
such gross and contemptible compilations, that they are 
beneath fair criticism : it is impossible to handle them according 
to the rules of criticism, for at one moment we feel disgust at the 
contents, and in the next we are compelled to consider the 
great interest which those contents have excited and continue 
to excite in consequence of the Bible being called a holy book, 
the word of God and such like false appellations. However, 
we must consider it in all its bearings and influence, but I 
presume the reader can have no wish that I should continue 
to inspect all the remaining boeks so closely, as I have those 
gone over, as it would unavoidably lead me into much repeti- 
tion, which at the same time will be as tedious to myself as to 
the reader, and profit neither. 


The book of Judges begins in the following words:— 


“ Now after the death of Joshua it came to pass, that the children of 
Israel asked the Lord, saying, who shall go up for us against the 
Canaanites first, to fight against them? And the Lord said, Judale 
shall go-up: behold, I have delivered the land into hishand, And 
Judah said unte Simeon his brother, come up with me into my lot, 
that we may fight against the Canaanites ; and I likewise will go with 
thee into thy lot. So Simeon went with him, And Judah went up ; 
and the Lord delivered tle Canaanites and the Perizzites into their 
hand : and they slew of them in Bezek ten thousand men. And they 
found Adoni-bezek in Bezek : and they fought against him, and thed 
slew the Canaanites and the Perrizites. But Adoni-bezek fled; and 
they pursued after him, and caught him, and cut off his thumbs and 
his great toes, And Adoni-bezck said, threescore and ten kings, 
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having their thumbs and their.great toes cut off, gathered their meat 
under my table: as I bave done, so God hath requited me. And 
they brought him to Jerusalem, and there he died. Now tlie children 
of Judah had fought against Jerusalem, and had taken it, and smitten 
it with the edge of the sword, and set the city on fire.” 


The first thing that strikes us.is the waut of a leader: it is 
said “‘ the children of Israel asked the Lord.” The children 
of Israel exceeded a million, according to Jewish exaggeration, 
and this single circumstance is a proof of fiction. And why 
should the task be imposed upon Judah to fight against the 
Canaanites, why not one and all of the tribes? ‘* And 
Judah said to Simeon his brother:” can we read, or construe 
this nto any thing beyond the singular number, or even if we 
consent to do so, may we not express surprise, that the children 
of Judah should deviate from their instructions received from 
Jehovah, in seeking the assistance of Simeon, after he, Jeho- 
vah, had said “Judah shall go up.” Is’ not this also proof of 
fiction? I presume it was the fashion among those village 
kings to cut off each others thumbs and great toes when they 
took each other captive, for Adonibezek is made to say— 
*“* Threescore and ten kings, ‘having their thumbs and their 
great toes cut off, gathered their meat under my table!” I 
shall say nothing about the probability of this, but thus much 
1 know, that whether the territory of a king be one square 
mile or a million, if his power be absolute, his disposition and 
re is ever the same. King-craft is unnatural and un- 
social, . 

The taking of Jerusalem, mentioned here, is in direct con- 
tradiction to all former account of it, for we were told that the 
Jebusites retained that city, and continued to dwell in it after 
making peace with the Israelites: we shall also find furthe 
mention of this by and by. ? 


The next observation worthy of notice, is in the nineteenth 


verse of the first chapter: ¢‘ And the Lord was with Judah; 


* and he drave out the inhabitants of the mountain ; but could 
* not drive out the inhabitants of the valley, because they had 
* chariots of iron.’ May we attribute this circumstance to the 
impotence or omnipotence of Jéhovah? The reader may do 
as he likes, I smile and pass on to the twenty-first verse, which 
ye * And the children of Benjamin did not drive out the 
* Jebusites that inhabited Jerusalem; but the Jebusites dwell 
* with the children of Benjamin in Jerusalem unto this day.’ 
Reader, compare this with the eighth verse, or the last sen- 
tence of the first paragraph quoted from this chapter. The 
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remainder of the first chapter, and the whole of the second, 
form a complete string of contradictions, namely, that the 
Israelites did not, nor could not, drive out the Canaanites 
from their several towns—that one of Jehovah’s messengers 
or Angels came from Gilgal to Bochim, to remonstrate with 
the Israelites, for that they had not performed what we were 
previously told was an impossibility for them—to exterminate 
the Canaanites. In the second chapter we find Joshua alive 
again, but merely to repeat the tale of his death and the place 
of his burial, and to say that the Israelites forsook Jehovah 
immediately on the death of Joshua, and followed Baal and 
Ashtaroth his neighbour gods; for it appears that these vil- 
lagers had as many gods as kings. Also, that the Israelites 
were again reduced to bondage, and alternately relieved, 
agreeable to the whims and caprice of Jehovah, who is repeat- 
edly said to be angry and to repent—to forsake and to return 
to, his obstreperous followers, and by way of excuse for not 
exterminating the Canaanites, we are modestly told, that he 
spared them on purpose to try the fidelity of his chosen peo- 
ple! Paltry tale! The further I go into the Bible the greater 
is my surprize at its contents, and the more astonishment [ 
feel at the. respect and veneration it has met with among lite- 
rate men. In the third chapter we find Jehovah and his fol- 
lowers reduced to such an extremity as to be obliged to have 
recourse to assassination to get rid of an enemy that had con- 
quered them : the following is the tale ; 


“ So the c..ildren of Israel served Eglon the king of Moab eighteen 
years. But when the children of Israel cried unto the Lord, the 
Lord raised them up a deliverer, Ehud the son of Gera, a Benjamite, 
a man left-handed: and by him the children of Israel sent a present 
unto Eglon the king of Moab. But Ehud made him a dagger which 
had two edges, of acubit length, and he did gird it under his rai- 
ment upon his right thigh. And he brought the present unto Eglon 
king of Moab: and Eglon was a very fat man, Andwhen he had made 
an end to offer- the present, he sent away the people that bare the 
present. But he himself turned again from the quarries that were by 
Gilgal, and said, I have a secret errand unto thee, O king: who said, 
Keep silence. And ‘all that stood by him went out from him = And 
Ehud came unto him; and he was sitting in a summer parlour, which 
he had for himself alone. And Ehnd said, 1 have a message from 
God unto thee. And he arose out of hisseat. And Ehud pnt forth 
his left hand, and took the dagger from his right thigh, and thrust it 
into his belly: .And the haft also went in after the blade ; and the fat 
closed upon the blade,so that he could not draw the dagger out of 
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his belly; and the dirt came out. Then Ehud went forth through 
the porch, and shut the doors of the parlour upon him, and locked 
them. When he was gone out, his servants came ; and when they saw 
that, behold, the doors of the parlour were locked, they said, Surely 
he covereth his feet in his summer chamber. And they tarried till 
they were ashamed: and, behold, he opened not the doors of the 
parlour ; therefore they took a key, and opened them: and, behold, 
their lord was fallen down dead on the earth. And Ehud escaped 
while they tarried, and passed beyond the quarries, and escaped unto 
Seirath. And it came to pass, when he was come, that he blew a 
trumpet in the mountain of Ephraim, and the children of Israel went 
down with him from the mount, and he before them. And he 
said unto them, Follow after me: for the Lerd liath delivered your 
enemies the Moabites into your hand. And they went down after 
him, and took the fords of Jordan towards Moab, and suffered nota 
man to pass over. And they slew of Moab at that time about ten 
thousand men, all lusty, and all men of valour; and there escaped 
not aman. So Moab was subdued that day under the hand of 
Israel, And the land had rest fourscore years. And after him was 


Shamgar the son of Anath, which slew of the Philistines six hundred 
Men with an ox goad: and he also delivered Israel.” 


Here the Jewish God is made the encourager of assassina- 
tion, and that act committed under circumstances the most 
base imaginable—under the mask of friendship! Here unsus- 
pecting confidence and generous hospitality is rewarded with 
the dagger, and the God. of the Jews and Christians is made 
the instigator and encourager of this horrible deed. Cease, ye 
blind votaries to this book, and the religion it inculcates, to 
profane the sacred names of justice virtue, and morality, by 
saying, that they have their foundation with you.. Ye mis- 
take the shadow for the substance, the name for the reality. 
Your religion has not only fraud for its foundation, but it is 
the parent of vice, in all its hideous forms. Treachery and 
assassination have been uniformly its handmaids, and inhuma- 
nity its characteristic. War has walked in its train, followed 
by all the concomitant horrors—misery, devastation and woe. 
It has warred with nature, and stands ready to destroy as fast 
as the latter creates. Cease ye to exclaim’ that your religion 


is the forerunner of peace and happiness—it is delusion—it is . 


false—it is the common enemy of man, and until man_ shall 


destroy it by his reason, he cannot hope for happiness and 
true enjoyment of the bounteous stores of nature. 
The story of Shamgar, the son of Anath, 


slaying six hun- 
dred Philistines with an ox sane 


goad, and delivering Israel, is 
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amusing enough. How many could the children of Israel 
comprise when 600 Philistines held them in subjection! 

In the fourth chapter we have another assassination com- 
mitted under the mask of friendship and hospitality. Sisera, 
a Captain General of the Canaanites, is represented as being 
defeated by the Israelites, when he is obliged to fly to save 
himself from the sword of the enemy, and coming to a certain 
inhabited tent or cottage, he is promised both succour and 
secresy by its inmate, a woman who draws him to sleep and 
then kills him, and immediately sets out to seek his pursuers. 
Such examples are horrid beyond description, particularly 
when held out as sanctioned by the Deity. The following is 
the tale of Sisera’s assassination, ; 

“ And Jael went out to meet Sisera, and said unto him, Turn in, 
my lord, turn in to me; fearnot, And when he had turned in unto 
her into the tent, she covered him with a mantle. And he said unto 
her, Give me, I pray thee, a little water to drink; for I am thirsty. 
And she opened a bottle of milk, and gave him drink, and covered 
him. Again he said unto her, Stand in the door of the tent, and it 
Shall be, when any man doth come and enquire of thee, and say, Is 
there any man here; that thou shalt say, No. Then Jael, Heber’s wife, 
took a nail of the tent, aud took an hammer in her land, and went 
Softly unto him, and smote the nail into his temples, and fastened it 
Into the ground: for he was fast asleep and weary. So he died. 
And, behold, as Barak pursued Sisera, Jael came out to meet him, 
and said unto him, Come, and I will shewthee the man whom thou 
Seekest, And when he came into her teut, behold, Sisera lay dead, 
and the nail was in his temples.” ) 


The fifth chapter is a piece of Jewish poetry, strangely hy- 
perbolical, it is called the song of Deborah and Barak, in con- 
sequence of the victory gained by them over Sisera and his 
host. In this song the assassination of Sisera is applauded, and 
its author called ‘ blessed among women!” As a species of 
Jewish rant and hyperbole, I quote the twentieth verse, ‘They 
: fought from heaven ; the stars in their courses fought against 
* Sisera.” This needs no comment here, although I have seen 
the verse referred to, to'shew that Jehovah was the God of 
nature, and subjected all nature to his will. Iam fully con- 
vinced in my own mind, that in a few years hence, every 
piece of hypothetical writing about heaven, hell, God and 
devil, or the angels of either, will be rejected with contempt, 
and cease to disgrace the printing press, and to corrupt man- 
kind. True philosophy must proceed without the aid of hy- 








f 
| 


=- a 





32 THE REPUBLICAN. 


pothesis, or it ceases to be true either in its premises or infe- 
rence. 
After we had read of the Midianites being extinguished to 
a man, and even toa male child, in the book of Numbers, 
I cautioned the reader to expect a resurrection of them in some 
future part of the Bible. We have now arrived to that resur- 
rection, and in the sixth chapter of this book we are told, that 
they were sufficiently powerful to drive the Israclites into dens 
and caves to hide themselves, and that the Israelites were quite 
impoverished by them. ‘Since the days of Moses, it appears 
that Jehovah did not condescend to commune with the Isra- 
elites or their feaders himself, but he sends his angels and pro- 
phets and prophetesses to instruct them: thus we are told in 
this chapter, that an angel came and sat under an oak, and 
instructed Gideon how to destroy the Midianites. Gideon is 
represented as a very prudent man, for he will not believe, 
until he has repeated proofs of the divine mission of his in- 
structor: and when I can get such proofs as Gideon is said to 
have had, I like him, will believe too. The seventh chapter 
finishes the second destruction of the Midianites in rather a 
miraculous manner, for Gideon contrives to frighten them into 
a panic, so that they slay one another. The particulars are 
not worth inserting here, so 1 pass on to the eighth chapter 
which continues the story of Gideon, and represents him as 
pursuing a host of fifteen thousand men with three hundred 
only, and makes him take and destroy the whole of them, also 
other nations who refused him succour and refreshment as he 
assed by them, Although the whole story of Gideon and 
is son Abimelech is very extraordinary, it falls so far short 
of the miracles we have passed, that 1 do not feel the necessity 
of inserting more particulars, or enlarging upon it. In the 
ninth chapter there is a fable or parable worthy of notice. 
“The trees went forth on a time to anoint a king over them; and 
they said unto the olive tree, Reign thou over us. But the olive tree 
said unto them. Should I leave my fatness, wherewith by me they 
honour God and man, and go to be promoted over the trees? Ani 
the trees said to the fig tree, Come thou, and reign over us. But thie 
fig tree said unto them, Should I forsake my sweetness, and my gootl 
fruit, and go to be promoted over the trees ? Then said the trees unto 
the vine, Come thou, and reign over us. And the vine said unto 
them, Should J leave my wine, which cheereth God and man, and go 
to be promoted over the trees? Then said ull the trees unto the brau'- 
ble, Come thou, and reign over us. And the bramble said unto the 
trees, If in truth ye anoint me king over you, then come and put your 
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trust in my shadow : and if not, let fire come out of the bramble, and 
devour the cedars of Lebanon.” 


It is evidently borrowed from the fables of Aisop, who 
flourished about the time of the first compilation of the Bible. 
The object of the fable is to shew the absurdity of any people 
living under a monarchy, and that the person who iills the 
office of king, stands in the same relation to his subjects, as 
the bramble among trees; a contemptible tree that disgraces, 
corrupts, and spoils the benefits and pleasures to be derived 
from the produce of trees. in general; a barren and noxious 
shrub, that is alone adapted to the shelter of wild beasts. Such 
is monarchy : it is a disgrace to mankind in a civilized state, 
which is fully exemplified in the olive tree, the fig tree, and 
the vine, all of whom, are emblems of civilization. This fable 
is very badly woven into the chapter before us, and its com- 
pilation resembles that of the Bible in general, inapplicable 
and irregular. 

There is scarcely any thing worth my notice in the book of 
Judges, it is composed of tales which are not such glaring 
exaggerations as former parts of the Bible, but resembles our 
English tales of Robin Hood, Little John, and Jack the Giant 
Killer. The story of J epthah sacrificing his daughter is bor- 
rowed from the Grecian custom of sacrificing virgins to ap- 
pease the anger of the Gods, and is, at least probable in cir- 
cumstance. The story of Samson is one of the most in- 
teresting tales in the Bible, and well narrated as a romance. 
He is evidently the Jewish Hercules, for their object in com- 
piling the Bible seems to have been, to outstrip all the wonder- 
ful traditionary tales of their neighbours, and the foundation 
of all their tales are borrowed, but dressed in a Jewish garb 
and sanctioned by the name of Jehovah. Strange that they 
should have ever been admitted as truths; and still more 
strange that they should continue to be so admitted in a 
literary and half-civilized country!!! 

The story of Micah, with his Gods, -and-his priest, which 
follows the story of Sampson, is worthy of notice, and is a 
proof that the Jews had no idea of any. other than household 
gods at the time of the compilation of this book. I shall not 
transcribe it, as I can offer no further comment upon it. 

In the seventeenth, eighteenth, and twenty-first chapters, 
Wwe find a repetition of the following words; “ In those days 
there was no king in Israel: every man did that-which was 
right in his own eyes.” ‘This sentence forms a proof, that it 
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34 
is part of a compilation of a very late date, and cannot be 
made applicable to any period before the Babylonish captivity. 


It may be said that it applies to the period when kings did 
reion over Israel. I would answer, that from the manner in 
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which the Israelites were led captive by Nebuchadnezzar, it | 
appears, that they could not possess a vestige of any former | 


property, for the practice of those times was-to strip a captive 


of every thing, and to lead him to the conquering nation ina ; 
comparative state of nudity. We have every reason to believe | 


that Jerusalem after this conquest was made desolate and un- 


inhabitable, and that scarce one stone remained on another a 


unturned. 


- 


The book of Judges concludes with a most horrid and ob- | 
scene tale respecting the Levite who was beset by the Ben- | 
jamites, whilst sojourning in one of their cities, and by whom | 
his concubine was abused and destroyed. He is represented ~ 
as culting her into twelve pieces and dispatching a messenger _ 


So 


to each of the tribes with a piece of the body and the cause q 


and particulars of her death. The eleven tribes demand salis- 
faction from the tribe of Benjamin, who make an insolent 
reply and prepared for war. The Benjamjtes make a consi- 
derable staughter on the -first two days of an immense 
superiority in number, but they are finally routed and the 
whole tribe reduced to six hundred, whilst every woman and 
child in the tribe issatterly extinguished !. I shall express no 
further surprise as to Jewish numbers, but leave the reader 
to judge for himself after what I have heretofore said on the 
subject... The tale about the Benjamites concludes with the 
stratagem by which the six hundred were furnished: with 
wives, and this tale resembles the tale we read in the 
commencement of the history of Rome where the com- 
panions of Romulus were without. women, and they way- 
laid the wives and daughters of the Sabines, and thus ob- 
tained wives and peopled the Roman colony orcity. ‘The fol- 
lowing is the tale in the Jewish dress : 


“¢ ‘Then the elders ofthe congregation said, how shall we do for 
wives for them that remain, seeing the women are destroyed out of 
Benjamm? And they said, there must be an inheritance for them 
that be escaped of Benjamin, that a tribe be not destroyed out of 
Israel, Howbeit we may not give them wives of our daughters: for 
the children of Isvael have sworn, saying, cursed be he that giveth a 
wife to Benjamin. Then they said, behold, there is a feast of the 
Lord in Shiloh yearly in a place which is on the north side of Bethel, 
on the east side of the highway that goeth up from Bethel fo Shechem 
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and on the south of Lebonah. Therefore they commanded the 


) children of Benjamin, saying, go and lie in wait in the vineyards; 


And see, and, behold, if the daughters of Shiloh come out to dance 
in dances, ‘then come ye out of the vineyards, and catch you every 
man his wife of the daughters of Shiloh, and go to the land ef 
Benjamin. And it shall be, when their fathers or their brethren come 
unto us to complain, that we will say unto them, be favourable unto 
them for our sakes; because we reserved not to each man his wife in 
the war: for ye did not give unto them at this time, that ve should be 
guilty. And the children of Benjamin did so, and took them wives, 
according to their number, of them that danced, whom they caught : 
and they went and returned unto their inheritance and repaired the 
cities, and dwelt in them. And the children of Israel departed 
thence at that time, every man to his tribe and to his family, and they 
went out from thence every man to his inheritance.’’ 


I have now gone through the book of Judges, which has 
not afforded much matter for objection, but what might be 
stated generally, namely, that whatever there remains of truth 
in the several tales, (for it is a series of tales and not history,) 
the exaggerations and inaccuracies of the compiler are so glar- 
ing that we cannot prudently believe a line of it ; for instance, 
almost all of the Judgesare represented as judging Israel 40 years. 
So also Samson is said to have judged Israel 70 years, but the 
tale does not bear out the assertion, for he is represented only 
as performing particular acts of strength and valour, but in no 
instance as leading forth the Israelites’ to battle, or presiding 
in their councils. The story of Shamgar killing a number of 
the Philistines with an ox goad, and Samson with the jaw- 
bone of an ass, and about a spring of water issuing forth from 
this identical jaw-bone, are tales so preposterous as scarcely 
to merit even this slight notice. It is impossible to treat 
such subjects seriously ; the pen of satire is alone adapted to 
them. Another circumstance is extremely improbable ; Sam- 
son is represented as going among the Philistines with perfect 
indifference, although we are told that they were inveterate 
enemies. His ¢ete-a-tete with Delilah presents such an incon- 
gruity to our minds, that it is impossible that the dullest mind 
can reflect and believe it. The Philistines we are told are 
anxious to’ deprive Samson of life, as a dangerous adversary , 
he is continually walking amongst them, he sleeps on Delilah’s 
lap, whilst some Philistines are laying in wait for him in the 
same room, and after all this, we are told, that they are afraid 
to strike at him or to meddle with him, until he advises them 
to shave off his locks of hair! It isa Jewish tale, and coincides 
with Bible accuracy and probability. 
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The book of Ruth is a tale with stronger pretensions to 
truth than any other in the Bible. There are no exaggera- 
tions in it, all is simple, and corresponds with Oriental cus- 
toms and manners. | object of its intreduction into the 
Bible is evidently to ‘shew the genealogy from Judah to David; 
and E would not wish a stronger proof to shew that all those 
poyaplogiee are fabrications, than this in. the book.of Ruth: 

Now are the generations of Pharez: Pharez begat 
© Hezron, and Hezron T begat Ram, and Ram begat Ammi- 
< nadab, and Amminadab begat Nahshion, and’ Nalishon begat 
Salmon, and Salmon begat. Boaz, and Boaz. beg at Obed, 
‘and Obed begat Jesse, and Jesse begat Dayid.’. There are 
said to be ten generations from Judah to David ; now the 
space of time between the first and last of those persons is 
laid down as a thousand years, so that each person must have 
been one hundred years old before he begat this son! I speak 
within time when 1 say a thousand years, for if an accurate 
calculation of dates were made, it would rather exceed than 
come within that time. The appearance of genealogies in the 
Bible has been considered a proof of its truth ; but it wasa 
common Oriental custom to fabricate such nealogi es, and to 
trace an origin to some celebrated individual. here is no 
truth.in them, many names are ‘altogether fictious, and are 
invented ‘merely tg fill up spaces of time. “As the whole 
of the Bible was compiled about the same time, this was 
easily done. 


{To be continued.) 





._-_ = 


Printed by JANE CARLILE, 55, Fleet Street. 















